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turning it into both a natural asset and a na-
tional treasure. I urge its immediate consider-
ation and enactment.
f

RECOGNIZING MIDDLETOWN RE-
GIONAL HOSPITAL’S INNOVATIVE
COMMUNITY HEALTH PROGRAM

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER
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Tuesday, May 11, 1999

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
observance of National Hospital Week and to
bring special attention to Middletown Regional
Hospital in Middletown, Ohio. Middletown has
been awarded the American Hospital Associa-
tion’s prestigious 1999 NOVA Award, which
recognizes innovative programs that respond
to community needs.

Middletown Regional Hospital is a 310-bed
facility which is sole provider of Middletown’s
hospital services. In 1996, an alarming trend
came to light: Middletown’s readmission rate
had quadrupled in just two years from 1.5 per-
cent to 6.2 percent. Rather than ignoring the
rate increase and simply collecting the addi-
tional revenues which accompany higher read-
mission rates, the hospital administration set
out to determine the root causes of the prob-
lem and determine what, if anything, the hos-
pital and its staff could do to lower rates. After
discussions with community members and
health care stakeholders, as well as a thor-
ough review of the relevant data and literature,
the folks at Middletown Regional Hospital de-
termined that many patients lacked the finan-
cial resources and the general knowledge to
properly care for themselves after discharge
and as a result were using the emergency
room as their primary source of medical care.

In an effort to stem the increasing readmis-
sions, Middletown Regional Hospital imple-
mented its ‘‘Making a Case for Community
Health’’ program which is the focus of the
NOVA award. Here’s how the program works:
a registered nurse, such as Deborah Tibbs, is
designated as a case manager for as many as
40 chronically ill patients who have a history of
high emergency room use. Patients are re-
ferred to the program by a variety of sources
and enrolled regardless of whether their care
is provided through Medicaid, private insur-
ance, or even if they have no insurance at all.
Deborah spends her time visiting with patients
and educating them on how to ‘‘manage’’ their
illness independently. She advises them on
their lifestyle habits, answers their medication
questions, and is only a phone call away 24
hours a day, seven days a week to provide
advice when one of her patients is having
troubles. Deborah’s services are provided free
of charge to the patient.

The results have been dramatic. Hospital
admissions for program participants have
dropped by more than 50 percent, the average
length of stay when they are admitted is down
by more than one full day and, as a result,
$1.5 million less was spent on the care of the-
ses patients.

The ‘‘Making a Case for Community Health’’
program is a grand success because the hos-
pital stepped up when they saw a community
need and committed significant financial re-
sources. The result has been better quality
care and lower health care costs. I applaud

their efforts and hope other communities will
follow their lead.
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HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 11, 1999

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the memory of a friend who recently
passed away. Dr. Francisco G. Tudela was a
great man and a caring physician whose de-
votion to the sanctity and dignity of life will be
greatly missed.

Dr. Tudela was born in Guantanamo, Cuba
on July 19, 1919. Despite that fact that Dr.
Tudela had risen to the position of Director of
the Guantanamo City Hospital in Cuba, he
went into exile because of his commitment to
Liberty and Freedom. In 1960, Dr. Tudela
moved with his family to the United States and
practiced his speciality of Obstetrics-Gyne-
cology in Newport News, Virginia before even-
tually settling in Miami, Florida.

Dr. Tudela was well-known for his opposi-
tion to abortion and always said that ‘‘Doctors
are to save babies, not to kill them.’’ He is
credited with delivering more than 8,000 ba-
bies—many of whom owe their lives to his
medical knowledge and care.

Dr. Tudela came from a family that has a
long history of service to mankind. He was the
son of the renowned Cuban physician, Dr.
Francisco J. Tudela who graduated from the
University of Chicago School of Medicine. He
was also the grandson and grand-nephew of
two valiant Cuban heroes of the Cuban War of
Independence, Colonels José Enrique Tudela
and Francisco José Tudela.

Dr. Tudela and his devoted wife, Mrs.
Josefa Gonzalez Tudela, loving raised their
two sons to continue the family commitment to
medicine and children. Both sons, Dr. José
Angel Tudela, a pediatrician, and Dr. Fran-
cisco G. Tudela, Jr., an obstetrician-gyne-
cologist, are outstanding physicians in Miami-
Dade County.

I will miss the friendship and wise counsel
of Dr. Tudela. He always had a kind and en-
couraging word and I was filled with optimism
after every opportunity I had to speak with
him. I would like to express my profound con-
dolences to Mrs. Tudela and her two sons at
this difficult time.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO
BELLEFONTE AREA HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS ON ACHIEVE-
MENTS AT HISTORY DAY COM-
PETITION
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Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in honor of several stu-
dents of Bellefonte Area High School in
Bellefonte, Pennsylvania. On April 7, 1999, Ju-
niata College hosted the 1999 History Day
Competition. This year’s topic for students was
to explain the impact a particular invention had

on society. Working long hours with their
teacher advisors—Martha Nastase and Ed
Fitzgerald—these Bellefonte High seniors ex-
hibited scholastic excellence via an eagerness
to share their acquired knowledge with peers
and others.

Award winners in the Senior Group Project
category—prsenting on their topic of Anima-
tion—were Melissa Clark, Kendra Gettig, Kim
Marchek, Elizabeth Rodgers, and Cary Zie-
gler. Also taking home winning ribbons in the
category of Senior Media Presentation with
their project on birth control were David
Barningham, Greg Shoemaker, and Mike Wil-
son.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and all our House
colleagues to join me in recognizing these
Bellefonte High School students who brought
deserved recognition to their school and com-
munity. Following their tremendous example,
America’s youth will no doubt shape a brighter
tomorrow for all of us.
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Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, on May 6,
1999, I was absent on official business and
missed rollcall votes 119 (the Istook amend-
ment to H.R. 1664) and 120 (final passage on
H.R. 1664, the Kosovo and Southwest Asia
Supplemental Appropriations Act). Had I been
present I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on both
votes.
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EXPOSING RACISM
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, in my continuing efforts to document and
expose racism in America, I submit the fol-
lowing articles into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

JUDGE CLEARS WAY FOR TRIAL OF FIVE
WHITES IN 1970 KILLING OF BLACK MAN

BELZONI, MISS. (AP).—The rejection of
speedy trial arguments has apparently
cleared the way for five white men to stand
trial for murder in the beating death of a
black man almost three decades ago.

Humphreys County Circuit Judge Jannie
Lewis on Thursday rejected claims by de-
fense attorneys that ordering a trial now
would violate the rights of the men.

Lewis ruled the state Supreme Court had
earlier rejected similar speedy trial argu-
ments in the case of Byron De La Beckwith,
convicted in 1994 in the ambush slaying of
black leader Medgar Evers in Jackson.

The five are accused of killing 54-year-old
Rainey Pool in April 1970. Authorities said
the sharecropper was beaten to death and his
body thrown into the Sunflower River.

Charged with murder are Joe Oliver Wat-
son, 56, of Rolling Fork; James ‘‘Doc’’
Caston, 65, of Satartia; his brother, Charles
E. Caston, 60, of Holly Bluff; Hal Crimm, 49,
of Vicksburg; and Dennis Howell Newton, 49,
of Flora.
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